416   REPLY TO MR. HOOKAS IMPUTATIONS,

"Sir,

" I yesterday received a letter from Lieute-
nant-Colonel Agnew, your public secretary, which
has created in me the greatest astonishment.
Conceiving myself injured, and my military cha-
racter in some degree impeached, in the repeated
preference that had been shown to my junior,
the Honourable Colonel Wellesley, in nominating
him to distinguished commands,, whilst I, serving
with the same army, was still left in my original
situation of commandant of a brigade ; and feel-
ing* as I conceived every military man in a
similar situation would have felt, on being super-
seded by the same officer in the command of the
important fortress of Seringapatam, I thought it
due to my own character to address you on that
subject; and I can safely affirm that, in the
address, it was my firm intention to make to you
the most respectful statement of facts. On the
receipt of your secretary's letter, I again and
again perused the one I had had the honour to
address to you; and, after every attempt, must
acknowledge myself unable to discover one para-
graph, or even one word, which can be construed
into the smallest disrespect. God knows, such
an idea was the furthest from my thoughts; I,
therefore, feel with double sensibility the un-
merited asperity of your secretary's letter, which
I can hardly bring myself to believe to contain
your real sentiments. If, however, I am wrong